NLM publications include Index Mcdicus. described above, Abridged Index Medicus NLM
Current Catalog NLM Audiovisuals Catalog, and published literature searches on a variety
of topics. A list of publications with ordering information is available upon request.

Direct access to MEDLARS and MEDLINE is also available through BRS Information
Technologies and DIALOG (see separate entries).

National Library Service for the Blind and Physically
Handicapped (NLS)                                    y        y

Library of Congress
1291 Taylor Street, NW
Washington, DC  20542
(202) 287-5100

Handicapping Conditions Served: Blindness, visual impairment, deaf-blindness, reading
disabilities resulting from organic dysfunction, and other physical limitation that prevents
the normal use of standard printed material.

Users Served:   Disabled persons, parents, teachers.

The Organization: The National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped
(NLS) collection of full-length braille and talking books and magazines produced for blind
and physically handicapped readers is loaned free to individuals who cannot hold, handle,
or read conventional printed matter. Books, magazines, and playback equipment provided
by NLS arc distributed through a national network of 160 locally funded cooperating
libraries and agencies where they are circulated to eligible residents of the United States
and its territories. NLS has developed a national automated bibliographic service that
enables cooperating network libraries to identify and locate books produced in special
formats for handicapped readers.

NLS trains and certifies volunteers in braille transcribing and in braille proofreading.
Eligible readers can request that a local volunteer group braille or record materials they
cannot locate elsewhere. Volunteers Who Produce Books: Braille. Tape. Large Type is a
directory that lists by state the names of volunteer groups and individuals who transcribe
and record books and other reading materials for blind and physically handicapped persons.
Voice auditions and informal training are given to organized groups of volunteer tape
narrators. The Telephone Pioneers of America, senior or retired telephone industry workers,
maintain and repair playback equipment.

Information Services: Questions on various aspects of blindness and physical handicaps may
be sent to NLS or to any network library. Reference circulars, bibliographies, directories
and other compilations of information are free on request. The national book collection
includes more than 35,000 titles of bestsellers, classics, gothic and romantic novels,
mysteries, science fiction, history, biography, religion, poetry, essays, how-to-do-it books,
foreign language materials, and children's books. The children's collection includes a
number of special books that combine print with braille, enabling blind and sighted children
and adults to read together. Some of these print/braille books are illustrated with fragrance
strips that emit scents when scratched. Currently recorded and brailled books are
announced in the bimonthly magazines, Talking Book Topics and Braille Book Review.
Eligible readers receive these publications in large type, recorded, and/or braille versions.

145s, and companies throughout the country). The charge for NLM
